
 

July 30, 2020 

From Elawa Farm Foundation 

 

 

We are thrilled to announce that we received funding from the Chicago Region Food 
System Fund to help feed Lake County families who are facing food insecurity as a result of 

the pandemic. We are partnering with BellaRu Catering, a local catering company from 
Highland Park, to distribute 2,000+ bags of fresh, nutrient-dense food. These bags will feed 
one family for a week, and they'll include fresh produce, dairy, eggs, meat, and staple items. 



Elawa Farm Foundation will coordinate this effort with BellaRu Catering. We will supply our 
fresh produce in the bags, as well as purchase products from local farms. This project will 
help to directly support local farms, particularly during this difficult time when restaurant 

and market sales are down. 

To assist with this effort, we hired Jesus Cuezzi as our Local Food Access Coordinator to 
assist BellaRu Catering in local sourcing and facilitate sales with farmers. Read below to 

learn more about Jesus. 

 
 
 
MEET OUR LOCAL FOOD ACCESS COORDINATOR! 

 

It all started at a small-scale farm tucked inside a quiet forest preserve for Jesus Cuezzi. His 
passion for growing food and environmental stewardship come from his seminal years at 
Windy City Harvest, a program of the Chicago Botanic Garden. 

Hailing from Waukegan, Jesus is the most recent addition to the Elawa Farm Foundation. 
He is our new Local Food Access Coordinator and will spearhead our food distribution 
project - funded by the Chicago Region Food System Fund - with BellaRu Catering. 
Together, they will distribute over 2000+ grocery bags on a weekly basis to individuals and 



families affected by the public health crisis, all while sourcing produce, grains, dairy and 
meats from local farmers. 

Prior to joining Elawa, Jesus served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in the agriculture sector in 
Madagascar for three years. Along with five highly motivated female counterparts, he 
developed a small-scale garden & plant nursery at a local nature preserve to demonstrate 
the feasibility of growing a wide-variety of fruits and vegetables for a community that lacked 
a market. Jesus and his counterparts utilized the community garden as a place of resource 
for high-school age students of a local agricultural school and a women's farming 
association and provided hands-on experience via workshops and consultations. 

His mantra is simple: “Be good and do good; we are all in this together.” 

 


